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State Senator and Minister

"ToNicaraguaFounded Town
of Hornby and Built Roads

(By Clalre Lane)
Beventy-seven years ago, on the
site of the mew Baron Steuben,
Hon. Andrew Bray Dickinson
bailt the old Dickinson House, an:
after whom It was nemed.
Associated with bim In the ven-
ture . was Hirsm W. no-t-t::A
ho was very prominent in the
sariy blstory of Corning, then a
village of about thres thossand
population. The hotel was com-
pleted and opened to the public
the week of September 3 1551: 1t
was then the uild-
ing In this viclnity, and the Erle
Rallroad .stopped its trains for
to eat At this famons
During the recrulting
for the Civil War, the
Dt at barracks and
ed at the Dickinson House;
1t 50 the place of the first
meeting for.organizing the R
road-Brotherhood of Englneers in
this section,
Major Dickinson, although lim-
fted in early education to the
sager advantages of his time.
was & man of sound intellect and
“much Initiative. He was
Beneca County,
to Hornby between
1820 u:’uu, purchasing about
a thousand acres -of Just
east of what is now Hornby Forks
and became later, ons of the most
remarkable and distingulshed men
who ever lived In that Town.
In 1826, ho instigated the or-
nisation of & Town Board, and
was elocted Hornby's first Super-
visor, In politics the Major was
& realous Democrat, untll 1837,
when as one of the Conservatives,
he left the party on the financial
ton.
was elected Uy the Whigs, Sta
Senator and served four year

In November 1839, he|don

our present day luxuries;
early poineers were men and wo-
men with the strength. that ia
born of clean hearts, clear minds
and willing hands, who tackled
this job.

But & century ago Steuben
County was: “The forest primeval,
with murmuring ploes and hem.
locks; bearded with moss and
clothed in green, Indistinct fn the
twilight." The silence of the wild-
erness was only broken by the
moceasined feet of Indlans and
the softer ‘tread of wild anl
The roads were but Indian tr:
and the were rushing riv-

re. T ’zr;ol which flows from
ul

these

rd with . an
the boats were called at that
time.

The Erle Rallrond was pushed
to completion throush this sec-
tion in the year 1851." A. B. Dick-~
inson established the first state-
road through to the Town of Horn-

no stoves
tion was & heavy item In trade as
all the early lers carried &
gun. Tea, coffee asd notions wero
exchanged for hides and grain
which was sent dowa the river In
Arks.

Hon. A. B. Dickinson was twico
married; his first wife was Mlss
Hannah Hopkins, by whom he had
five children, threa daughters and
two sons. Orlando and Mahlon,
who resided in Chicago. Emma,

v Eliza,
) nd Mary Ann,
who was the wife of Isaac C. Hear-
on; he w awyer a o
Spanish scholar, made
Secretary of Legation under his
ther-ln-law to N|

fou
alniog & for 1
S84 intelligent comprehenslon of
Jaghlative toplcs. Again in 1853
ha was elected to this same office.
and in April 1861 was appointed
by President Lincoln, United
\States minlster to Nicaragua.
I The story 1z, that the Major
betug_ s -greac- persomal. friend of
President Lincoln, but a very poor

appolated him to that Republic;
it
dent been able to read’ his letter
cloarly, would have gladly made
the appolntment to Germany.
After a fow years, the Major re-
signed this office and returned to
and was appolated
8 Marshal for_the
Northern District of New York
A few months later he was ap-
pointed agaln by President Lin-
coln, United States Miniater” and
Eavoy Extraordinary to MNleara-
§ua; this wax & speclal reqaest of
ttaf Republic, whers he had dis-
played 80 much diplomatic abillty
that they offered him pecuniary
inducements to return; h
comsented and purchased a large
rugar plantation, dolng much to
N 1\

was sald that had fhe Presl- |

. H
penned the first treaty belween
Nicaragua and the United States,
that may someday, result in a can-
al across Nicaragua. Ho died in
Elmira and a daughter still lives
in that efty,

Major Dicklason’s second wite
Was Abagail Kerby, oldest daugh.
fer of Peter and Judith Kerby Rol-
oson, ploncers of Hornby, by
whom he had a daughter, Hannah
and son Leon, Hanuab died (n
early life and Leon is sull in
Tomalles, Cal. A grandson, Ray,
visited this section y
and was a
nson house his grandfather bullt
Many nephews and nleces sur-
vive in this viclnity. Two dangh-
ters of his broher, Willlam Dick-
inson, are Mrs. H. D. L. Adams
of Decatur street and Mrs. Joslah
Easterbrook of Hornby. Mra. El-
izabeth Ryon, the wife of Attee-
ney Verne R. Ryon Is a great
grand nlece.
Mahlon Dickinson, the son of
Major Dickinson, was killed by
the Sloux Indians In November,
1869, 20 miles south of Fort La-
ramle, Indlan Territory. The army
troops at Fort Laramle were suf-
ficlent only to guard the Fort;

¥ [the country round about was con-

stantly ralded by the Sloux.

introduce moder:
machinery and implements, and
becoming very popular and infiu-
ential with the officlals and peo-

tha There he
died on the 21st of April, 1873;
death resuiting from Injuries he
recalved from belng (h
his_horse, while riding over his
sugar planiation.

. A. B. Dickinsofl opened
the first general store in Hornby
Forks {n 1524, and at that time

the most extensive farmer
and stock growsr in this part of

to gusrd agalost®
which wers & great menace to his

e
kifled his stock, The Major was
notoriously good to his help and
many humorous Incidents are told
{ of thelr relations; among his

driving fnto & “high fence post
; with & Toad of hay.
“Ide, |

the day the Major came upon Ide
fajthfully cut fence
P He sald, “Ide, you needn’t
cut down any more.” Tde replied,
“Well, this is the last one.”

On another occaslon the Major
told Tde (hat they were expecting
company and to go out and kill

sheep; Ide asked how miny.
and ajor said, “Well, kili
until I'tell you to stop.” The com-
pany came ‘and other things oco-
cupied the Major. He had fo
goiten his order untfl later h.

me upon Ide still killing

He sald, “Ide, stop killing,
i

mu:“fnlu back 1o his company,
he sald, “You can stay a long
time, for we bave plenty of fresh
mutton,”

What

First Hotel Built on |
Pulteney Street
in 1796

The first hotel in the
town of Corning was built
in 1796 by Col. Williamson,
agent of the Pulteney es-
tate, on a tract of land he
purchased on the north side
of the Chemung river on
the high road now known
as Pulteney street.

It was a two story frame
building and was the first
two story structure of its
kind in the town that was
clapboarded. It was a com-
modious hotel for that time
and was long known as the
Jennings Tavern, Mr. Jen-
nings having bought the
property from the Pulteney
estate and kept the tavern
until his death ‘in 1834.
The tavern was later pur-
chased by Robert Sly, and
is still in existence in its
remodaled state at 66 Wast
Pulteney street. The bui..-
ing is now owned by Edwin
Dodge, of Hornby.

This tavern was first
conducted by Benjamin
Patterson, a famous hunt-
er and guide, and in the fall
of 1796 he killed a large
amount of game and had
salted down great quanti-
ties of bear meat and dried
deer hams to supply his
hotel the coming season,

Andrew Bray Dickinson, Supervisor, State Sen-
ator and Minister to Nicaragua, one of the builders
of the Dickinson House, which bore his name 76 years.

Dickinson House
History Links in
Names of Fullers

was Managed for 44 Years by|
Dwight A. Fuller and His
Two Sons .

RECALLS CITY'S PROGRESS

?|George W. Fuller, Last Sarviv-

or, Prominent in Life of Corn-
ing, and Especially in the Lo-
cal Masonic Lodge

Just T1-ypdrs ‘ago. the Dickin-

son House, the predecessor of
the Baron Steuben, was complet-
ed,and opened to the public and
throughout the 71 years of its
oxistence, It remained the leading

hostelry of this section. For many
years It was one of the leading
taverns of this section of the
state

In 1904, 63 years after the
completion of the hotel, extensive
repalrs and improvements were
made in the bulldiog and this was
the cause of a lengthy article ap-
pearing In (he Corning Journal of
September 10, 1904, whieh told of
the opening ot the Hotel and its
dedication In addition to explain-
{ng the added Improvements which
at this time were the lést word in
hotel constructlon.
of much Interest eapecially at
this time and is given in full as
tollaws:

“The extenaive Improvements
In the lobby and office on tho first
floor of the Dickinson House In
this clty are nearly completed, and
&  ransformation has  been
Wrought. A beautiful mosalc tile
floor has bean lald, the faterior
woodwork of tne lobby and office
has been replaced with quartered
oak and the arches with iron col
umns, a cosy fireplace has been
installed,, while massive new out-
. inglog doors have been
hung at the entrances on Market
and Pino Streets. By. narrowing
the ladies parlor, which formerly
for years'w avorite place for
holding Congressional and Senat-
oral-Conventions, and by moving
the office back to occupy & part
of the space thus gained, &
loby,
o ity bave had t
for the fmprovements
done a fine job,

& G
e contract
and lave
ho old hotel

up-to-data interior appearance.

“The Dickinson House Is one
of the oldest and best known ho-
tels in Western New York. ILwas
bullt (o 1850-51 by Hon, Andrew
Bray . Dickinson,

was opened to the public In Sep-
tember, 1851, fifty.three years
an

In 1865, George
me the proprietor,’
1 his brother, D, L.

1
Popular Hostelry in Early Days|

The article ts |

.| tionably the largest ever co:

e first laadlord was S.|ezce

Fuller, became assoclated with
him in the management of the ho-
tel. The veteran and experienced
Arm of Fuller Bros. is known
the traveling public throughout
the country. For many years W

Fitzpatrick has ably and
satlsfactorily occupled the position
of day clerk, and M. J. Brann has
been a very popular night clerk.
Under Fuller Bros. many improve-
ments have been m tho ho-

1, and the bullding has several

been enlarged.

Opening of the Hotel
“On the completion of the b
Ulding and ‘the furnishing of the
hotel, the present E

* ‘Dickinson House This spacious
Hotel will be opened thls week for
the reception of trayellers.
ornament to tho village, and
there is occasion for congratulat-
fon that Corning can boast of a
ublic House Inferior to none, in
ta expensive furnishings of nim.
erous well planned and commod-
lous rooms, The bullding s 70
foet by 80, and five storles high
incloding the basement. contain-
Ing 10 all over one hundred rooms
The diniog hall is 30 feet b
The parlors are large and well
lighted and ventilated. The re
ception room on the first floor
(above the basement) Is fitted up
convenlently, and the Gumerous
pariors above show that great ex-
pease has been lavished upon
them In accordance with a refined
taste, Costly mirrors, enticing
soclables, (such as must necess-
arily provoke volubllity), sofas of
the latest style, chalrs of rose-
wood, whose £a
mubt surely tend to encourage ha-
bits of indolence: ‘Yelvet Tapes-
try’ on the 2d floor above the base
ment, and ‘Brussels’ on the ir
and handsome Ingraln Carpeting
upon (he fourth, with dressing
Burea Wash Stands, Bed,
It
make a tout ensemble, {mpossibl
Tully to describe. The costly fur-
nishing of the house indicates ihe
taste and wealth of the enterpris-
ng and apirited proprietors, who
have amply falfilled thelr promise
to bulld and

r land
Dickioson
term of years and un-
der his managemnt we Infer that
It will take its appropriate place
in the estimation of the travelling
community as a Public ‘Hotel of
the first rank. _ Mr. Dennls's
agreeablo manners and assiduous
attentlon towards his gmests will
B0 far towards securing an over-
flow of eustom.
Dedication of the Hotel
Sept, 24, 1861, the new Dickin-
son House ‘was dedicated with {m-
posing ceremonles, thers belng &
banquet at the hofel and a grand
ball in the new Concert Hall which

Oct. 1, 1851, the following with
reference 1o’ this affalr, the ac-
count being copled from the Kar-
lon, a-dally nowspaper-published
at Elmira:

“ ‘Dedication of the Dickinson
House, Corning-—Not_bavigg at-
tended the Dedicition Ball, wi
copy from the Karlofi an aceount.
of that feativit

“ 'This capacions and elegant
Hotel was, as annoanced, dedicat:
ed at Cornlak, on Wednesday
eight. THe company was uaques-

n-

thusiasm which were kept up far
:du the expectations of ifs]

A At

nine o'clock
nlered Col.

Corning Lodge of*Elks, No. 1071, is one of the most dctive Elks' lodges in the Empire State. Its mes
bers meet regularly in their commodious home at Walnut and First streets in good fellowship. They
tribute annually and on special occasions for the poor of Corning and they have been very instrum

.| ed the falr dancer:
truly enchanting

ern New York, with
ot Corinthian Hall
and began to trip it lightly to the

figures were now seen floating in

the wavy ma:

the brilllant light tell upon the

ces, the voluptuous music guld-
di

fostering citizenship by participating.in the Americanization movement in Corning.

at the same lUime
his glass and giving as a sen
. B. Denols, Esq.,
Iy landlord  of
Hoi

priate speech glving at the close,
Major Dickinson, the gentlem:
after whom the Hotel is named,
and who was & eo-partner with
himself in its erection. o M,
Jor responded In an eloquent ad-|w
ress, which was recelved with|probation,
roupds of applause. Mr. Halght| his friendship. by fam
toast-|of Elmira, was now :lllld for, Mr. :“7“:1‘ mnlu:‘! to n-x‘ hl'l“
which this gentleman re-|H, began by saying us-|declaring at the same time.
Plicd tn & short Bat very appro-|ed to speaking but he (Contfnued 68" Page 32

the exception

\
most accomplished and Luteresting
at Rochester, £

dancers, Mra. R., of Eimira, shone
conspleuous. Nothing occurred to
.| mar the enjoyment—all were hap-

e company af re-
paired to the Hotel where & most
es of the dance, and

scena. was
the

the
Among

|

y ol. Bostwick’s
Concert Hall, which is the ll-r'l.tl

~ New York French Range Co.

Manufacturers of Complete Kitchen,
Coffee Shop and Cafeteria Equipment

188-190 Chambers St.,, New York

. Have Installed

Kitchen, Tea Room and Club

Room Pantry Equipment

For the New

Baron Steuben Hotel

Being one of the Many Hotel
Kitchens We Have Installed

For The

AmericanHotels Corporation

and most beautiful room in




